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  INTRODUCTION |   

 All photographs by  
-ÜÒÉÁ +ÅÒÅËÒïÔÙÏÖÜ.     
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I came across a text that was written by famous Slovak businessman 
4ÏÍÜĤ "ÁĩÁ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÒÉÓÉÓ ÉÎ ςπÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȢ ) find his 
words immensely relevant even 80 years later. They describe in great 
accuracy the very essence of the crisis and bring a perspective of possible 
solution. 
 
I ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ÓÅÌÆ-created turning points. What we used to call 
economic crisis is just another name for our moral poverty. Moral poverty is 
the cause, economic crisis is the consequence. In our country there are many 
people who assume that economic depression can be prevented by money. 
I am dreading to consider the consequences of such error. The position that 
we find ourselves does not require any genius reversions or combinations. 
We need moral approach to people, work and public property. No support 
for bankrupts, no more debts, no throwing away the values for nothing, no 
ÂÌÁÃËÍÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÏÍÜĤ "ÁĩÁȟ υύχφ 
 
2009 was a hard year to stand. Everything that was happening in the 
whole society had a deep impact on us, too. Causes such as selling the 
emissions, overpriced toll system, punishment of disobedient judges, and 
last but not least application of the bad law about social services confirm 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ 4ÏÍÜĤ "ÁĩÁ ɀ we seem to lack good morals here in Slovakia. 
4ÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅ ȰÍÏÒÁÌ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙȱ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÖÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅ 
ɀ it sounds almost archaic. Our daily experience, however, confirms that 
although this term is not used anymore, it may still be reflecting our 
reality.  
 
We need the courage to look at ourselves and the whole Slovakia through 
the eyes of truth. Lie loves the darkness because it enables the lie to 

perform its sordid action. Truth loves the light because in the light we can 
see the things as they really are.    
 
This year we have been trying yet again not to deny our calling. We tried to 
name the things around us truthfully, encourage and support 
nongovernmental organizations in these difficult times. The sad thing is 
that many individuals as well as organizations have simply given up this 
year. They have believed for a long time that the twenty years after the 
Velvet Revolution it would be finally possible to win the NGOs a stable 
place in our society. We did not succeed. In many cases it has been more 
about survival than anything else. And it is difficult to carry such a burden 
for 20 years.   
 
7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÎȩ 7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÄÏ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇȩ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ 4ÏÍÜĤ-"ÁĩÁ-like 
people who would not be blind in their relationship to reality but would be 
able to bring visions for the future. Those might be quite simple ɀ to act 
honestly and do not allow one to be discouraged by arrogance and 
cynicism around us, to keep working faithfully wherever we feel our 
calling lies. This way we can contribute to the elimination of moral poverty 
around us. I believe that the following text will persuade you that we were 
trying to achieve that goal in 2009.  
 
Vladislav Matej 

 
 
 
  INTRODUCTION | 2009 ɀ Breaking the economic crisis?  



4 
 

 
 
 
  VALUES AND MISSION |   

All programs and projects of 
SOCIA Foundations are based 
around clearly defined values 
as phrased in the following 
statement:  
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  VALUES AND MISSION |   

We believe that every human being is unique. Every human being is of 
value regardless of their mental, physical, material or other disadvantage.  
 
We believe that it is our responsibility to create an environment in which 
high quality social services would be developed in response to the needs of 
people who are dependent on the help of yet other people. 
 
We believe that the task of social services is to respond to the needs of the 
clients. The services should stimulate self-sufficiency, individual 
responsibility and quality of the clients´ lives. 
 
We believe that family and community create the optimal life 
environment. Therefore the clients should receive the social services in 
such an environment. 

We believe that the quality of life of disadvantaged groups of people can 
only be improved through the collaboration of all people involved ɀ 
clients, family, municipality, church, state administration, and social 
service providers ɀ while both formal and non-formal solidarity works 
between the groups 
 
Activities of SOCIA Foundation include providing financial support to 
other subjects as well as carrying out their own projects. 
 
Through the means of financial support and their own activities SOCIA 
Foundation wants to influence changes of social system to the benefit of 
the most endangered social groups in the country. 
 
 

 Strengthening of social NGOs | 
making the activities of NGOs in 
social area visible and strong   
 
Through networking of NGOs, 
a w a r d i n g  i m p o r t a n t 
representatives of quality as well 
as through international 
collaboration we try to make the 
activities of NGOs in social area 
visible and strong. 
 

Grant Program Support for 
Families | directly supporting 
families as well as individuals 
 
Thanks to a long-lasting 
partnership with INGO company 
and by administrating 3 personal 
funds we are supporting families 
and individuals who are seriously 
disadvantaged because of their 
health and the social and health-
care system in Slovakia is not able 
to fulfill their needs completely. We 
support purchasing special 
therapeuting and compensation 
aids, special medical interventions 
as well as purposeful therapeutic 
stays.  

Grant Program Support for 
Organization | supporting the 
development of organizations 
that implant systemic changes 
of social services  
 
We support NGOs that outgrow 
the persisting system of resident 
services by public providers. We 
support modern and pilot 
projects that are based on the 
needs of clients, provide in-field 
and walk-in social services in 
an environment that is natural 
for their clients.  
  

Modelling the social network | 
creation and implantation of 
models of complex social network 
in practice  
 
By means of our own pilot projects 
and in collaboration with 
international networks we try to 
create and verify models of 
complex social network for specific 
disadvantaged groups of citizens.  
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   EVENTS OF 2009 |   
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   EVENTS OF 2009 |   

 We won a grant for the support of information campaign  
 
SOCIA Foundation as an organizational and expert warrantor of the 
independent platform SocioForum won a grant from Batory Foundation, 
from the program for the support of civic alliances.  Grant in the amount 
of Grant 12 000 EUR was used for the preparation of flyers and brochures 
for the information campaign for the new law about social services. 
 
We haven distributed more money from the Block Grant  
 
In 2009 we continued in the administration of Block Grant to support the 
social inclusion in Slovakia. On 7th April Board of Directors approved 10 
more irreclaimable financial contributions in the total amount of 883.350 
EUR for the best projects from the second call for applications. The grant 
program is supported by the means of financial aid of the countries that 
are part of the European Economic Area, Norwegian kingdom and the 
state budget of Slovak Republic.  
 
! ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄȟ ÙÅÔ ×Å ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÇÉÆÔ  
 
In our latitudes we typically buy wedding gifts to help the young couple 
with organizing their household. However, we got to know a young 
couple that decided for a completely untraditional form of gift-giving. 
They asked their wedding guests to use the Money they intended for their 
wedding gifts in a different way ɀ and donate them to one of the three 
foundations that the newlyweds chose. They decided to include us in the 
list thanks to our long-term collaboration with Netherlands Chamber of 
Commerce. We would like to thank young couple very much for this 
untypical wedding gift. We wish them a lot of understanding and love for 
each other and other people in their life together.  
 

Extraordinary projects supported thanks to the collaboration with 
the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce  
  
For the fifth time already the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce have 
organized a charity event. In 2008 the Chamber together with SOCIA 
Foundation donated 417 000 Slovak Crowns (13.842 EUR) to a civic 
ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ "ÁÒÌÉéËÁ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÒÅĤÏÖ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ Á special 
ÖÅÒÔÉÃÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ %2)'/Ȣ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÙÅÁÒ "ÁÒÌÉéËÁ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ 
trying to gain more money because the price of the equipment was over 
1,5 million crowns. We are glad that thanks to our initial contribution 
"ÁÒÌÉéËÁ ÇÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
necessary money. The equipment had already started serving its purpose 
ÉÎ 0ÒÅĤÏÖȢ   

In 2009 the money collected at the event were used for a special project 
of a ÃÉÖÉÃ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ -ÁÊÜËȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ Á boarding school 
for boys with behaviour disorders. They help to take care of children that 
come from very complicated family background, some of them directly 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔȢ )Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎǰÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ 
end up in diagnostic centres or reeducational institutions. The idea of an 
individual approach to the boys, above-standard relationships with 
therapeuts and teachers, taking them out of the unhealthy context while 
keeping an image of a whole family, has been bringing good fruit in the 
lives of the students for three years now. The financing of this pioneering 
project, however, is quite difficult. Netherlands Chamber of Commerce 
together with SOCIA Foundation decided to help them. Using the 2 % 
donated to SOCIA Foundation from ING Bank and Heineken Slovakia 
together with the money that were collected from a tombola and auction 
we were able to support the project with the sum of 27 000 EUR.   
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   SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES | direct support for families and individuals  

We believe that every person as a 
unique human being has the right for 
dignified life and help according to 
their individual needs and choices. 
Therefore SOCIA Foundation directly 
supports families with children who 
are physically or mentally 
disadvantaged.  
 
)Î ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÉÎ 
the program Aid for families we 
consider it our priority to help the 
children with mental or physical 
disabilities or the children suffering 
from long-lasting illnesses in order to 
improve the quality of their lives 
ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
independence within its possibilities. 
We consider it important that every 
child is raised in a working family and 
is given the necessary professional 
care. 
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  SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES | direct support for families and individuals | ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÕÎÄÓ  

Aid for Families Program  
 
Aid for families program is focused on families with severely disabled or 
ill children. The financial support can be used to pay for an operation or 
therapeutic stay, for the purchase of compensation aids etc. We 
administer the fund since its beginning. In 2009 LION Charity Fund 
Board decided to support 67 families in the total amount of  
39.857,36 EUR.  
 
Since 2003 we have supported 321 families/ applicants from whole 
Slovakia in the amount of over 209 000 EUR. Thanks to this support 
more than 330 children got their compensation or rehabilitation aids or 
they were given an opportunity to recuperate or attend special 
therapies. Some children received financial aid in demanding long-
lasting healing process. 
 
You can find the individual applications that were supported at   
http://www.socia.sk/doc/granty/Pomoc%20pre%20rodiny%
202009%20-%20Podporene%20ziadosti%20na%20web.xls  

  

Fund for Rastík and  Petrík  
 
The founder of the fund is a physical entity. The purpose of the fund is to 
support two siblings ɀ twins who are suffering from cerebral palsy. The 
income of the fund is based on donations from physical as well as legal 
entities and 2 % of taxes. In 2009 the means of the fund in the total sum 
of 489,20 EUR were used to cover a purchase of a massage bathtub, 
ÔÈÅÒÁÐÅÕÔÉÃ ÁÉÄ ȵ!" 2/#+%4Ȱ ÆÏÒ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÖÅÒ Á therapeutic stay 
ÉÎ +ÏÖÜéÏÖÜ ÆÏÒ 2ÁÓÔÉÓÌÁÖ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȢ  

Fund for Marianka and Dianka  
 
The founder of the fund is a physical entity. The purpose of the fund is to 
support two sisters, twins suffering from cerebral palsy. The income of 
the fund is based on the gifts from physical as well as legal entities and  
ς Ϸ ÏÆ ÔÁØÅÓȢ )Î ςππω ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄȭÓ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÓÕÍ ÏÆ σȢχςω %52 
were used to cover a therapeutic stay in Hurgat, medications and school 
aids as well as for operating expenses of a personal car.  
 
 
Fund for Radka  
 
The fund was founded by a physical entity to support an integration of 
a physically disabled Radka. The income of the fund is based on gifts 
from both physical and legal entities as well as 2 % of taxes. In 2009 
there have been no expenses covered by the fund.  
 

http://www.socia.sk/doc/granty/Pomoc%20pre%20rodiny%202009%20-%20Podporene%20ziadosti%20na%20web.xls
http://www.socia.sk/doc/granty/Pomoc%20pre%20rodiny%202009%20-%20Podporene%20ziadosti%20na%20web.xls
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  SUPPORT FOR ORGANIZATIONS | support of systemic changes and development of organizations  

We believe that quality of life in case 
of disadvantaged groups can only be 
improved if all the people involved 
collaborate ɀ the clients, their 
families, local municipality, church, 
state representatives, local 
businessmen, social workers and 
others.  
In 2009, therefore, we supported 
NGOs that improve their expert 
potential to offer a more efficient help 
to the poor and disadvantaged groups 
of citizens in order to improve their 
social situation.  
We also supported schools that are 
aware of their responsibility for the 
quality of integrated education of 
mentally or physically disabled 
children and they want to create the 
best conditions possible for them.  
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  SUPPORT FOR ORGANIZATIONS | Block Grant  

Fund for NGOs to support the social inclusion | Block Grant  
 
Block Grant financed by the Financial Mechanism of European Economic 
Area, Norwegian Financial Mechanism and the state budget of Slovak 
Republic has been administrated by SOCIA Foundation since 2007. The 
goal of the Block Grant is to support an innovative potential of NGOs when 
looking for new methods of in-field social work and community social 
services to help children, young people and families in crisis. We have total 
amount of Ό ρ χψφ ρωχȟφς  to be distributed to the final recipients in both 
calls.  
 
As part of the first call we prepared contracts distributing  
Ό ψψπ ψπρȟρρȢ The first call for applications had the deadline on 31st 
January 2008. Out of 40 applications we were able to support 9. The 
projects started in May 2008. You can learn more about these projects in 
our 2008 Annual Report or at   
http://www.socia.sk//?page=granty&sub=blokovy&sec=1vyzva&lang=en  
 
The second call for applications had the deadline on 16th February 2009 
and the 10 supported projects started in May 2009. As part of the second 
call we prepared contracts distributing Ό ψψσ 350.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The supported projects of the second call:  
 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ MYMAMY ɉ7%-/4(%23Ɋȟ 0ÒÅĤÏÖ 
Project: Improvement of integrated help and support services to the 
victims of domestic violence.  
Grant received: 89 190 EUR (2 686 938 SKK)  
If the increase of innovative and skill potential of NGO in the area of social 
work with children, juveniles and family at risk is completed, it will ensure 
the accessibility and higher quality of walk-in and in-field services of the 
crisis center.  
 
IÌÏÖñË Ö ÔþÓÎÉȟ company of Czech Television, affiliated branch in Slovakia 
Project: Community centers: centers of complex community services 
as a tool for improving the social inclusion of marginalized 
inhabitants of Roma communities on a local level.    
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ωω ψρπ Ό ɉσ ππφ 876 Sk)   
The goal of this project is to transform three community centers into 
centers of complex community services including the professionalization 
of their activities (standardization of procedures, education of employees 
and supervision). The aim is also to initiate a professional discussion about 
this change with other community centers.  
 
#ÅÎÔÒÕÍ 3ÌÎÉÅéËÏ, n. o., Nitra 
Project: Pilier  (Pillar)  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ωω πωπ Ό ɉς ωψυ 185 Sk)   
The most important part of this project is to create a center for social 
intervention. This center will focus on field social work with children and 
families who are victims of domestic violence. The second part of this 
project is focused on generating a working system with volunteers.  

http://www.socia.sk/?page=granty&sub=blokovy&sec=1vyzva&lang=en
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  SUPPORT FOR ORGANIZATIONS | Block Grant  

)ÎĤÔÉÔĭÔ +ÒÉÓÔÁ 6ÅċËĐÁÚÁȟ ¼ÁËÏÖÃÅ 
Project: Complex care for families in need  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ωω πππ Ό ɉς ωψς τχτ 3ËɊ  
By converting the school building in Malý Slavkov into nine social 
apartments and providing long-term preventative social care, nine families 
will be given an opportunity to overcome the handicaps of their lives 
(dependence, criminality, institutional upbringing) and build a functional 
and stable family life.    
 
O. z. .ÜÒÕé ɀ 0ÏÍÏÃ ÄÅĩÏÍ Ö kríze ɉ(ÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ÃÒÉÓÉÓɊȟ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁ 
Project: )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÉÖÉÃ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ /: .ÜÒÕé 
(Embrace) ɀ Help to children in crisis  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ψτ φππ Ό ɉς υτψ 659 Sk)   
The goal of this project is to support the institutional improvement of the 
civic association including the extension, standardization and complexity 
of services for mentally and physically abused and deprived children and 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁ ÁÎÄ +ÙÓÕÃÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȢ    
 
/ÂéÉÁÎÓËÅ ÚÄÒÕĿÅÎÉÅ ɉ#ÉÖÉÃ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎɊ ODYSEUS, Bratislava 
Project: Education on a regular basis= increased quality of services  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ χψ χυπ Ό ɉς σχς 422 Sk)   
The target of this project is to increase the skill potential of the applicant 
and to create an educational manual/ program for organizations and 
workers who specialize in working with the target group of drug addicts 
and those involved in the sex-business.  
 
Yes to life, civic association Rajec 
Project: Social and community services for family in danger and 
professionalization of NGO  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ χς πππ Ό ɉς ρφω πχς 3ËɊ  
The core activities of this project are based around activating the 
community center and setting up a social company. In this project, the 
NGO will concentrate on educating the employees and in order to provide 
a wide range of services for families that are in danger of social exclusion.  

Detský klub zdravotne postihnutých detí a  ÍÌÜÄÅĿÅ ɉ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÕÂ ÏÆ 
ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÓÁÂÌÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓɊȟ +ÏĤÉÃÅ 
Project: High class ambulance services to children and juveniles with 
a physical disability and their families.  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ωω ψρπ Ό ɉσ ππφ 876 Sk)   
This NGO, which has been operating long-term, plans to renew its 
ambulance services with specialized social guidance and social 
rehabilitation hand in hand with the new law about social services ɀ 
accreditation. By renewing, it will create a range of services for all children 
and juveniles, which will enable them to stay in their natural, family 
environment.   
 
Nadácia (Foundation) INTENDA, Bratislava 
Project: To create capacities for development of low -threshold 
services and production of a social network for non -institutionalized 
juveniles .  
'ÒÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȡ ψυ υππ Ό ɉς υχυ χχσ 3ËɊ   
The goal of this project is to support the low threshold services with two 
activities: firstly, by innovation of the subject Social work in field in the 
universities, and secondly, by direct financial and professional support of 
nine chosen low threshold institutions, that will also be used as a praxis 
for students. 
 
Slovak Committee for UNICEF, Bratislava 
Project: Centre of education of parenting skills  
Grant received: 75 φππ Ό ɉς 277 525,60 Sk)  
The goal is to make the process of help for a family in crisis more effective 
by developing the function of an in-field family advisor and building the 
centre of education of parenting skills. The mission of the centre is to 
motivate the parents to actively overcome difficulties and learn how to be 
a responsible parent.  
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  SUPPORT FOR ORGANIZATIONS | ING Chances for Children Program |  Senior Fund 

ING Chances for Children Program  
 
ING Chances for Children Program started as a special contribution of 
ING Group Slovakia to the program of corporate social responsibility of a 
supranational company ING with residence in Amsterdam. We have 
ÍÏÄÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ȰÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎÔÏ Á 
special Slovak program of support for integrated education of children 
with physical or mental disabilities. In 2009 we announced two calls of 
this program. The spring call was focused on improving the quality of 
education of students with physical or mental disabilities and the 
autumn call with the deadline on 22nd December 2009 was focused on 
improving the quality of education of students with learning disorders. 
Both calls were meant for kindergartens and elementary schools or 
special pedagogical advisory institutions.  
 
The second call was preceded by seminars in all 8 regions of Slovakia for 
the teachers of elementary schools. The seminars took place in 
3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ /ÌÇÁ :ÅÌÉÎËÏÖÜ ɉ4ÒÅÎéþÎȟ 4ÏÐÏċéÁÎÙȟ 
4ÒÎÁÖÁȟ "ÒÁÔÉÓÌÁÖÁɊ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÁÎÉÓÌÁÖÁ %ÍÍÅÒÌÉÎÇÏÖÜ ɉ0ÒÅĤÏÖȟ +ÏĤÉÃÅȟ 
"ÁÎÓËÜ "ÙÓÔÒÉÃÁȟ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÓ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 
support of ING Bank and in collaboration with the regional school 
ÂÕÒÅÁÕÓ ÉÎ 4ÒÅÎéþÎȟ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁȟ "ÒÁÔÉÓÌÁÖÁȟ ÁÎÄ 4ÒÎÁÖÁȢ "ÏÔÈ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ 
been involved in work with students with learning disabilities for a long 
time and they have rich experience from teaching as well as advisory 
practice. They have also published several books regarding this topic.  
 
In 2009 ING Chances for Children Program also decided to support  
6 applications of schools in the total amount of 11.864 EUR. The 
applications that have a deadline of 22nd December will be discussed in 
2010. Overall there have been 227 000 EUR distributed to 82 schools 
and 38 special pedagogy advisory institutions as part of this program in 
four years.  You can find the supported schools and institutions at  
http://www.socia.sk/?page=granty&sub=lion&sec=ing.  
 

Senior Fund 
 
This year we have performed the first attempt to create a fund that 
would support in-field and walk-in social services for seniors. This effort 
was motivated by our history when in 2002 ɀ 2006 seniors constituted 
our second largest target group. We were also motivated by the fact that 
ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 3ÌÏÖÁËÉÁ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÁÒÇÅÔ 
group in their portfolio.  
 
Creating the Senior Fund is closely connected to our campaign TU SOM 
DOMA (THIS IS MY HOME). It was focused on the public in Bratislava. 
The main topic of the campaign was the question what and where can be 
the place for elderly people in our busy society. Through Radio Regina, 
public transportation vehicles and some printed media we challenged 
the society to support social services for seniors. We also carried out 
direct money collection within two days using money-collection boxes in 
shopping mall Aupark and during two and a half months we also had our 
money-collection boxes placed in all Panta Rhei bookstores in Bratislava.    
 
The total earnings of the collection were 900 EUR. Later we also got a 
gift from newlyweds who donated 1 100 EUR. Overall we gained  
2 000 EUR for the Senior Fund. This was influenced by the fact that we 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÁÎÙ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÉÎ 3ÌÏÖÁËÉÁ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
support the campaign with a larger sum. We financed the campaign only 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÈȢ 3Ȣ -ÏÔÔ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
money collection therefore covered all of our expenses.  

http://www.socia.sk/?page=granty&sub=lion&sec=ing
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  MODELLING THE SOCIAL NETWORK | creating and implanting models of complex social network  

 Ideal social network cannot be cre-
ated. However, that does not mean 
that it should not be our responsibility 
to try and look for its optimal variant. 
State systems are mostly very rigid 
and they are not able to respond to 
ever changing needs of individual tar-
get groups in a flexible way.  
Our aim is to contribute to creation 
and implantation of complex social 
network by means of pilot projects. 
They should answer the question 
where the weaknesses lay and suggest 
the direction for the future.  
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   MODELLING THE SOCIAL NETWORK | Banská Bystrica ɂa City of Family | EASPD 

Banská Bystrica ɀ a City of Family  
 
In partnership with the city of Banská Bystrica and Návrat Civic 
Association we carried out the second year of our common project 
Banská Bystrica ɀ a City of Family. The goal of the project is to create a 
functioning system of support for families in crisis that would involve all 
departments. 
 
We tried to involve the broad public in the project by means of a city 
game Family to a Family. Through Town Hall Newspaper (35 thousand) 
every citizen got the opportunity to participate in the game. During 
summer they would have to fulfill 5 tasks through which they would be 
better informed about the choice of services for families outside the city.  
Then they were given a chance to win the main prize ɀ a weekend stay 
for the whole family in the Thermal Park in Vrbovo. The toss up was 
taking place at SNP Square on 25th September 2009. At that time there 
has been a happening of Návrat Civic Association SPOLU pri STOLE 
(Together at the Table) taking place at the same square. The present 
families and individuals were ɀ apart from dining and talking together ɀ 
witnessed the toss up, the end of the game. The first place was won by 
Mrs. Júlia Kandriková who got the opportunity to spend a weekend in 
the newly reconstructed Thermal Park in Vrbovo, together with her 
family.  
 
During the year there have been specialized programs for the 
professional public ɀ Course of networking, Codex of protection of the 
childhood, Recognize the signals of danger. Participants and trained 
professionals from organizations created and signed a codex that will 
provide more sensitive and safer services for endangered children. The 
professionals improved their skills in the area of networking of services 
for specific cases of endangered families and children. Professionals 

from different departments were trained in recognising signals that 
suggest problems in families, especially violence and addiction of 
parents.  
 
The city finished Community Planning of Social Services as the basic 
document for development and improvement of services for target 
groups within the city. Through the program Supportive Family Activist 
the lay public also participated in helping a young couple in crisis 
ɉÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÈÏÍÅɊ ×ÉÔÈ Ô×Ï ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ 
year of a common project can be influenced by a restricted budget of the 
city in times of economic crisis as well as communal election at the end 
of the year.  
 
EASPD  
2nd forum of social services providers  
 
Great interest of NGOs in collaboration with platforms within European 
Union encouraged us to work with European Association of Services for 
0ÅÒÓÏÎÓ $ÉÓÁÂÌÅÄ ɉ%!30$ɊȢ )Î ςππω ×Å ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 0ÒÏÖÉÄÅÒÓȭ 
Forum. Apart from NGOs we also invited public providers and we 
discussed modernization of services for people with specific needs. The 
topic of the meeting was Way to Independent Life ɀ Experience with 
Supported Living and Employment in Slovakia. 
 
Representatives of EASPD from Brussels presented the brand new 
information and recommendations from a study of European Committee 
about deinstitutionalization of institutional care to community services. 
Working conclusions of the forum were accepted after a very hard and 
controversial discussion. 74 people participated in the Forum. The 
conclusion can be found at  
http://www.socia.sk/doc/naseprojekty/Prezentacie_EASPD_2.pdf. 

http://www.socia.sk/doc/naseprojekty/Prezentacie_EASPD_2.pdf
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  STRENGTHENING THE NGOs | making the activities of NGOs in the area of social services stronger and more visible   

 Since the beginning SOCIA 
Foundation has been focused mainly 
on support of NGOs that create, 
spread or improve social services 
for citizens. We dare say that we 
have provided substantial help in 
creating an alternative network of 
social services in Slovakia.  
We consider it quite natural that we 
dedicate great part of our capacity 
to influencing legislative, 
institutional and financial 
conditions for services of these 
organizations.   
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  STRENGTHENING THE NGOs ȿ 3ÏÃÉÏ&ĕÒÕÍ  

Foundation as a guarantor of SocioFórum  
 
In 2009 the foundation yet again closely collaborated with a non-formal 
group of NGOs that work in the area of social services, prevention and 
advising known as an independent platform of SocioFórum. The 
foundation provides SocioFórum with expert analyses and statements 
and it plays a role of organizational guarantor for the platform´s 
activities.  
 
Throughout the whole year there has been communication going on, 
mostly through a web page www.socioforum.sk and electronic 
conference soc@list.changenet.sk, which helped us to secure spreading 
of information for the participating NGOs, and we received feedback 
about their needs.   
 
In accordance with the plan for 2009 we carried out an annual 
conference of the platform, public hearing of through results of the Block 
Grant for the support of NGOs in the area of social services. We also 
organized the second forum of providers of services for people with 
mental or physical disability in collaboration with EASPD. We also 
participated as partners in an international project Europe for Citizens, 
we initiated several topics for the Meeting of the Government for NGOs 
and we supported campaigns of other platforms of the NGOs. 
 
 
Information campaign about a law  
 
A new activity in 2009 was an information campaign about a new law 
about social services that came into effect at the beginning of the year. 
Compared to the original draft the approved form of the new law is very 
discriminating towards the applicants for social services as well as 

towards private providers of social services. It does not provide the 
elderly people and people with mental or physical disabilities a free 
choice of provider of the service that they need. Clerks from cities and 
regions decide about that instead of the citizens themselves. Reduction 
of public budgets in times of crisis means that the clerks offer the 
services solely in their own institutions. Therefore the new law directly 
influences the existence of NGOs.  
 
The goal of the campaign is to offer the citizens information about the 
right for a social service, and help when choosing the type and form of 
the service they need. The information has a form of leaflets (What 
should I do if I need help; How much will I pay for social services; Social 
services for seniors and people with severe mental or physical 
disabilities) which were published 5000 pieces out of each. We involved 
the NGOs in the leaflet distribution to the target groups in their locality. 
We carried out 8 regional trainings with the topic of the information 
campaign. There were 144 people from 104 NGOs participating. A 
volunteer initiative was established in order to translate the leaflets into 
(ÕÎÇÁÒÉÁÎȟ "ÒÁÉÌÌÅȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÎ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ 
other disadvantaged groups. The information campaign was presented 
at other events. The leaflets can be found in electronic form at  
h t t p : / / w w w . s o c i o f o r u m . s k / ?
section=c059cc41cbc5c68c47684b45f50e76fd&x=d523f52e9f4941a84c
7c89b7f31bb328. 
  
All activities of the information campaign were financed by a grant for 
the support of civic alliances from (Poland).  
 
 
 
  

http://www.socioforum.sk/?section=c059cc41cbc5c68c47684b45f50e76fd&x=d523f52e9f4941a84c7c89b7f31bb328
http://www.socioforum.sk/?section=c059cc41cbc5c68c47684b45f50e76fd&x=d523f52e9f4941a84c7c89b7f31bb328
http://www.socioforum.sk/?section=c059cc41cbc5c68c47684b45f50e76fd&x=d523f52e9f4941a84c7c89b7f31bb328
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  STRENGTHENING THE NGOs ȿ 3ÏÃÉÏ&ĕÒÕÍ |  International co -operation  

Annual Conference of SocioFórum  
 
took place 17th June in Banská Bystrica. The topic was Current 
Questions of Social Services and there were representatives of the 
ministry, municipalities, and NGOs giving their presentations. There 
were 121 people participating. As part of the conference there has also 
been a general assembly that elected a new council of SocioFórum for 
the next two years and set the priorities that the council should focus on 
in its activities.   
 
For the second time already we offered the NGOs a facultative expert 
program on day before the annual conference started. One of the offers 
was a workshop for preparation of information campaign that 37 people 
participated in. Another one was public hearing of 19 NGOs which work 
in the area of crisis intervention and rescue of families with children in 
crisis. They introduced their projects whose realization was supported 
by the Block Grant provided by SOCIA Foundation 52 people found this 
offer interesting.  
 

Collaboration with foreign partners of V4  
 
International collaboration of social platforms of NGOs in the countries 
of Visegrad group continued since September 2009, working on a project 
supported by the Europe for Citizens program. WROZS from Poland, 
Hungarian Network of Fight Against Poverty, Slovak Network of Fight 
Against Poverty, SOCIA Foundation and a SocioFórum representative are 
partners of SKOK Association from Czech Republic that is the leading 
partner of the project. This project is also aimed at families and children 
in crisis and SocioFórum mediated participation in it to other 6 NGOs 
working in this area. The project uses a unique participative approach 
which means that the families in crisis themselves talk about their life 
and the professionals try to find the solutions together with them. The 
partners appreciate especially mutual exchange of experience and 
knowledge. The project will continue in the first half of 2010.  
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  STRENGTHENING THE NGOs | SOCIA  Foundation Award 

SOCIA Foundation Award 
 
For the third time already the foundation in collaboration with the 
Council for advising organized a competition for NGOs that provide 
social services at home, walk-in or in institutions that create an 
environment close to the natural environment of the clients. The main 
goal of the competition is to encourage and publicly acknowledge NGOs 
for which the satisfaction of the clients with their lives is the most 
objective measure of quality of the services provided. The winners of 
the competitions won an open grant which means a purpose-free 
financial contribution and the winning organization can itself decide 
what to use it for. The grant is financed by ING Bank. We believe that the 
awarded projects will become an inspiration for everyone who works 
with groups of socially disadvantaged people and care about their 
clients´ satisfaction and happiness.  
  
A festive ceremony at which the results of the competition were 
announced took place at Crowne Plaza hotel in Bratislava 29th May 
2009. We were honoured to have the Netherlands ambassador Mr. Rob 
Swartbol patronize the event.   
 
Awarded proposals  
Category: social services for individuals and families in critical life 
situations  
 
Dorka, n. o.,(non-ÐÒÏÆÉÔ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎɊ +ÏĤÉÃÅ  
The non-profit organization (n.o.) Dorka, center for family renewal, 
provides services for abandoned parents and young adults following 
their experience of institutional care (orphanage). The Crisis Center for 
children and families being established last year, Dorka offers 
accommodation, social, educational and advisory care for its clients.    
Awarded precaution ɂ Care program for young adults ɀ children from 
orphanage.  $ÏÒËÁ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÏÆ σσσσΌ     

Category: social services for handicapped children and adults  
 
!ÇÅÎÔĭÒÁ ÐÏÄÐÏÒÎĻÃÈ ÓÌÕĿÉÅÂ (Support services agency) ÎȢÏȢȟ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁ  
Since 2003, the agency has been providing community services for 
ÍÅÎÔÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÎÄÉÃÁÐÐÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ¼ÉÌÉÎÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÁÉÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
support people in their natural environment, (at home, at work, at 
school) according to their personal needs after personal consultation 
with the clients and including their families. The agency provides 
sheltered housing for handicapped people; it supports them and helps 
them to be more independent.  
Awarded precaution ɂ Using the Person Centered Planning method (John 
O Brien). This method aims at providing fulfilling lives for people with 
disability and accepting disabled people as contributing community 
members.  !03 ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ Á ÇÒÁÎÔ ÏÆ ςυππ Ό  
 
Dom Svitania  n.o., Jakubov  
Non-profit organization Dom Svitania works with mentally (or 
combinative) handicapped young adults since 1997. They provide social 
services in rehabilitation centre and three sheltered workshops for 18 
clients. They prepare their clients for independent life in sheltered 
housing.  
Awarded precaution ɂ Inventive conception of social rehabilitation as a 
non-formal education.  $ÏÍ 3ÖÉÔÁÎÉÁ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ Á ÇÒÁÎÔ ÏÆ ςυππ Ό    
 
Category: social services for seniors   
 
Special prize of the jury goes to Mrs. "ÏĿÅÎÁ "ÕĤÏÖÜ from EMPATIA n. 
o., Bratislava, for a long-lasting contribution to the development of 
various social services in the field.    
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